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Where does 
HE policy 
come from?



Big, serious policymaking

The “Augar review”

The Lifelong Learning Entitlement

Foundation year cuts

Maintenance grants

Minimum entry requirements

Recruitment limits for 
“poor quality” courses



Battle of ideas

Think tanks

Press coverage

Backbench MPs

Academic debate

PRIMEVAL SOUP IMPLEMENTATION FURTHER BATTLESLEGISLATION



The domino effect

???



So?

HE policy doesn’t come from one place – different 
developments in funding, regulation and legislation 
have messy histories.

Policy ideas tend to echo around government for 
longer than you would expect – and continue to be 
contested even after they have come into effect.

Who has an input?

•Politicians (both ministers and 
backbench/opposition)

•Civil service/Whitehall

•Media, think tanks, campaigners

•Academics and university groups

•Unexpected events
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