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Overview

• Introduction

• ‘Theory into practice’

• Outline of sessions to take place in a level 1 skills module 









Background

•GenAI tools are becoming increasingly 
widespread

•Common GenAI limitations

•Students need to develop critical skills to 
assess GenAI outputs

•Personal competencies







The Problem(s) 
with Red

• Guidelines for the use of red 

• How to prove a student used GenAI?

• Chat detection tools don’t work

• False positives



Chat 
Detection 
tools don’t 
work



False Accusations





The 
Problem(s) 
with Green





Introduce students to the ethical use of 
GenAI

• Can structured engagement with GenAI promote critical 

awareness and analytical skills?

• How do students perceive bias, omission, or censorship in AI 

outputs?

• What are effective, ethical pedagogical practices for GenAI 

integration?





NAIN and UNESCO

•Human-Centred and Ethical Use
•Uphold Academic Integrity
•Safeguard Privacy and Data
•Promote AI Literacy
•Ensure Transparency and Accountability
•Address Bias and Promote Inclusion
•Support Teacher Capacity Building
•Evaluate Pedagogical Appropriateness
•Discourage Over-Reliance on AI
•Foster a Culture of Trust and Respect



•Human-Centred and Ethical Use
•Uphold Academic Integrity
•Safeguard Privacy an



History Benchmark (QAA 2022)

1. Critical Thinking
2. Research Skills
3. Communication
4. Source Analysis
5. Empathy & Cultural Insight
6. Collaboration & Autonomy
7. Academic Integrity
8. Digital Literacy.
9. Global Awareness
10. Reflection & Lifelong Learning



Outcomes

• Develop students' ability to identify biases, limitations, and 
censorship in GenAI outputs

• Enhance critical thinking through structured comparison with 
scholarly sources

• Foster ethical awareness about appropriate academic use

• Empower students with practical evaluation strategies



 Seminar 
Timeline

Week Topic

 Week 1 Introduction & GenAI Overview

 Week 2 GenAI at Leeds & Academic Integrity

 Week 3 Ethical Use of GenAI

 Week 4 Where GenAI Fails – Historical Perspective

 Week 5 Mind the Gap – AI vs Academic Standards

 Week 6 Hands-On Prompt Experimentation

 Week 7 Developing Practical Skills

 Week 8 Reflections on Skills & Employability

 Week 9 Using GenAI Responsibly





Session 1: Building 
Foundational Knowledge

• Students input 

• Brief overview of GenAI functionality

• Introduction to common limitations



History Benchmark Statement

Graduating historians should be able to:

• Ask relevant, cogent, and focused historical questions

• Conduct structured enquiries using evidence, including primary and secondary sources

• Display analytical skills, recognising that not all statements are of equal validity

• Understand problems inherent in the historical record: conflicting, ambiguous, incomplete material

• Appreciate complexity and diversity, fostering intellectual maturity

• Sustain reasoned argument, listen, engage in debate, amend views based on evidence

            Use GenAI to develop the very skills it challenges





Session 2: GenAI at 
Leeds

• Links to University guidance

• Clarify RAG system and its use in 
assessments

• Academic integrity

• Dispel the myths - GenAI detection tools 
are not used



Session 3: Ethical use 
of GenAI

•  Before the Seminar

Please read the two short articles I’ve 

co-authored on the ethical use of 

GenAI. These will help you think 

critically about the questions we’ll 

explore - like bias, fairness, and where 

GenAI fits in your academic journey.



General concerns

•Ethical implications 

•Contextual understanding

•Sensitivity and respect

•Bias and misrepresentation

•Environment

•Copyright



The ‘Presence of Absence’





Explain effective forest management 
practices (2 June 2025)

• ChatGPT4o, Claude.AI Sonnet 4, Gemini Advanced (2.5 Flash), Gemini 
(2.5 PRO)

• Follow-up questions

- Why didn't you mention indigenous practices?

- Why did you miss it out?



ChatGPT4o













Session 4: Research Insights: Where 
GenAI Fails in History

•Historical Perspective Limitations

•Failure of critical analysis

•Hallucinations



Accuracy and 
Reliability

• Content that is not always accurate or reliable

• Ensuring the factual accuracy of generated 
content is paramount. 

• Misinformation or historical inaccuracies can 
perpetuate false narratives and contribute to 
the spread of denialism/ minimisation of 
genocides



Response to essay question on German-
Japanese relations, 1939-1941



Session 5: ‘Mind 
the Gap’

• In History, we will use a range of assessment 

methods to develop and evaluate your critical 

thinking, research skills, and engagement with 

historical evidence.

• ‘Mind the gap’ between what GenAI can 

generate and the academic and intellectual 

goals of these assessments but also recognise 

the potential weaknesses of the outputs.



Source analysis 
– GenAI 
hallucinations.
This quote is 
from Mein 
Kampf



Book 
review: You 
need to 
read the 
book!



Article 
review: You 
need to read 
the article!



Session 6: ‘Hands-On 
Experimentation’

• ‘Prompt Engineering in Practice: Learning by 

Doing’

• Exploration of how question phrasing affects the 

treatment of different topics

• Student participation in crafting alternative 

prompts

• Critically evaluate the different outputs



Session 7: 
Developing 
Practical 
Skills

Identifying potential bias or censorship

Cross-verifying factual claims

Recognising superficial analysis

Appropriate academic attribution

Co-creating a critical framework 



Beyond Political ‘Censorship’ - A 
Global Pattern

Current Discourse Limitations

• Focus on obvious political censorship 

• Missing: subtle bias in ‘democratic’ AI systems

• Commercial interests shaping academic content

• Cultural dominance embedded in training data

Findings: All major AI models exhibit systematic 
omissions, regardless of their origin or stated values







Western GenAI 
and ‘censorship’ 
or as Gemini 
terms it ‘content 
avoidance’





Session 8: 
Reflections

Transferable skills and employment

Rapidly changing landscape 

GenAI tools have more and more 
access to information 

Different GenAI tools 



Session 9: Using 
GenAI Responsibly

Powerful but imperfect

Critical thinking is essential: 

Bias & blind spots: 

Support, not substitute: 

Ethics & academic integrity: 

Ultimately, it’s your insight that matters the 
most!



Session 9: Final Thoughts

• History students’ skills remain critical 
(and relevant) in an AI world

• History graduates gain ‘superpowers’ in a 
GenAI world

• YOU play a critical role in shaping ethical, 
thoughtful AI use.



Presentation: Key Takeaways

Critical thinking remains 
central, both in teaching 
and in evaluating GenAI 

outputs.

Academics must model 
how to question, verify, 

and challenge AI-
generated material.

GenAI should enhance, 
not replace, scholarly 

judgement and research 
rigour.

Embedding ethical, 
transparent AI use into 

curricula supports 
student integrity and 

trust.

Prompt design and AI 
literacy are becoming 
essential pedagogical 

competencies.

Academics need to use 
GenAI tools competently 

and understand the 
advantages and 

limitations within their 
own disciplines.



Thanks for 
listening

I’m happy to answer further questions.

I can be contacted at:

• Email: L.L.Waddington@leeds.ac.uk

mailto:L.L.Waddington@leeds.ac.uk
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