
01:30:57	 andrew pearsall:	 Hello from Cardiff
01:30:58	 Team Wonkhe:	 Tell us where you’re joining from in 
the chat 🙂
01:31:03	 Megan Knight:	 Hello from Cambridge
01:31:04	 pyeung:	Hello from Lincoln
01:31:06	 Ellie Clement:	 Hi from Shropshire
01:31:07	 Neil Fox:	 Hello from Falmouth
01:31:08	 silke lange:	 Hello from Oxford
01:31:11	 Ibrahim Berksoy:	 Hello from Bristol
01:31:11	 Simon Barnett:	 Hello from Nottingham
01:31:12	 Caroline Lewis:	Hello from Swansea
01:31:13	 Misha Myers:	 Hello from Plymouth
01:31:13	 Helen Claxton:	 Greetings from York
01:31:13	 Sean Gledhill:	 Hello from Leeds!
01:31:14	 Steve Cole:	 Hi from Bristol
01:31:15	 Victoria Walters:	 Hello there from Bath :-)
01:31:15	 Shirley Gibbins (RCVS):	Hello from Salisbury
01:31:15	 Dr Claudia Bordogna:	 Hello from Leeds
01:31:16	 Marianne Savory:	 Hello from Leeds
01:31:16	 Lucy Hatt:	 Hello from Newcastle
01:31:16	 Yasmina Mallam-Hassam; Goldsmiths, UoL:	Hi from 
Goldsmiths, Loondon
01:31:17	 Ivan McDouall:	 Hello everyone. I am Ivan from Heart 
of Worcestershire College
01:31:17	 Tony Churchill:	Hi from Leicester.
01:31:19	 Susan Mair:	 Hell from Newcastle Upon Tyne
01:31:19	 Peter Sheppard:	Hi from University of West London
01:31:19	 Rosie Enys:	 Hello from Falmouth!
01:31:20	 Clare Thomson, Heriot-Watt:	 Hello from a very 
sunny Edinburgh
01:31:20	 Ruth Stoker:	 Hello from Huddersfield
01:31:20	 Lesley English (She, her):	 Hello from Lancaster
01:31:20	 jb7573:	Hello from Edinburgh
01:31:21	 Shirley Shipman:	 Hi from Oxford Brookes
01:31:22	 Patricia Durkin:	 Hello from Belfast
01:31:22	 Nat:	 Hello from Salford
01:31:23	 Jasmine Curtis:	Hello from Northamptonshire
01:31:23	 Dan Hopkins:	 Hello from Coventry
01:31:25	 Charles Hardy:	 Hello from a sunny Birmingham!
01:31:25	 Suk:	 Hi from London
01:31:25	 Robin:	 Hi from SOAS!!!
01:31:26	 Gordon Young:	 Hello from Sheffield Hallam
01:31:28	 Mark Gourlay:	 Hello from Dundee!
01:31:31	 Joel:	 Hello from Oxford Brookes
01:31:34	 Lewis Macgregor:	 Hi from Stirling!
01:31:34	 Alison Purvis:	 Hello from Sheffield Hallam 
University :)
01:31:34	 Matt Barnett:	 Hello from London :)
01:31:35	 Lucy Turner:	 Hello from Oxford Brookes
01:31:35	 Mark Andrews:	 Hi everyone - I hope you are having 
a good Thursday - really looking forward to hearing your thoughts, 
experiences and ideas on these topics.
01:31:36	 Gareth Williams:	 Hello from Middlesex Uni



01:31:37	 George Talbot:	 Greetings from Edge Hill
01:31:39	 Ian Truelove:	 Hi from Filey
01:31:39	 Jan Butler:	 Hi from Oxford Brookes
01:31:39	 Eyv Hardwick:	 Hi from The Northern School of Art
01:31:41	 Beccy Freeman (she/her):	 Hello from Warwick 
in Coventry
01:31:42	 Chris Jones:	 Hello from Nottingham Trent
01:31:45	 Debbie Ginsburg:	 Hello from Kingston
01:31:45	 Valerie Anderson:	 Hello from Portsmouth - and 
I love the WonkHE focus on commuter students btw - long overdue in 
the sector!
01:31:47	 Team Wonkhe:	 Commuter students series: https://
wonkhe.com/tag/commuter-students/
01:32:04	 Leanne Herbert:	Hello from DMU in Leicester
01:32:25	 Chris Chandler:	Hello from Ravensbourne London
01:32:26	 409591:	Greetings from Hull!
01:32:27	 Tracey Tattersall:	 Hello from Ravensbourne 
University London
01:32:31	 Lisa Harrison:	 Waves from Bristol 👋
01:32:34	 Sophie Allsopp:	hello from UCA - University for the 
Creative Arts
01:32:34	 Alison Price:	 Hello from sunny Leeds
01:32:41	 Aira Johnson:	 Hello from Milton Keynes 🌞
01:32:49	 Helen:	 Hello from Uni of Staffordshire
01:32:53	 Catherine Bovill, University of Edinburgh:	
Hello from sunny Glasgow (although I work at University of 
Edinburgh) :-)
01:33:01	 Marie:	 hello from UCO London
01:33:03	 Jane McAllister - Birmingham City University:	
Hello from Jane @ Birmingham City University!
01:33:14	 Amanda.Lowery:	 Hello from Bristol
01:33:16	 Michael Bachmann (he/him):	 Hello from Glasgow
01:33:18	 EveMatthews:	 Hello from Eve @ Strive Higher, in 
very sunny London!
01:33:20	 Andrew Jones:	 Hi from University of Birmingham.
01:33:35	 aleksandravenkova:	 Hello from Coventry!
01:33:39	 Helen Morley:	 Hi from Sussex :)
01:33:40	 Jill Cowley - DMU:	 Hello from DMU
01:33:45	 msalotti:	 Hi, from Marco at Leicester College.
01:33:46	 Tim Savage:	 Hello from the University for the 
Creative Arts.
01:34:15	 Bee Gee:	 Hi from Bath 👋
01:34:17	 Rob Burton:	 Hello from Ravensbourne
01:34:56	 Dr Clare Higgins:	 Hello from University of 
Greater Manchester
01:35:17	 Gem Barton:	 Hello from the RCA
01:35:44	 Calum Sherwood (he/him):	 Hello from Arts 
Students’ Union
01:36:22	 Team Wonkhe:	 @Kathryn Whittingham Sydney!! We’re 
going global…
01:36:50	 Clare Loughlin-Chow SRHE:	 Hello from the 
Society for Research into Higher Education
01:36:55	 Chris Mitchell:	Hello from a different building of 
the RCA



01:36:55	 Chris Mitchell:	Hello from a different building of 
the RCA
01:37:17	 Michael Boyle (Leeds):	 Stück in German means piece 
(i.e. musical piece) e.g. Stockhausen's Klavierstücke
01:37:22	 Catherine Bovill, University of Edinburgh:	 I've 
been in some sticky classrooms 🙃
01:37:53	 Ann Kaegi:	 @Susan Orr can you give a couple of 
examples of the sticky curriculum in practice?
01:38:28	 Eyv Hardwick:	 Creating a safe space for the sticky 
challenge…..
01:39:26	 Calum Sherwood (he/him):	 The Stuckists were 
committed to a return to figurative arts and more traditional art 
practices in reaction to the YBA, so an interesting link there too
01:40:13	 Victoria Walters:	 I enjoyed your reference to 
the Bauhaus and it shows the political aspect of your model (with a 
small p). The social imperative of the experiment is all too often 
overlooked so your model could be helpfully used retrospectively to 
recuperate those aspects of previous art school projects that are 
sticky and all too often hidden.
01:41:50	 Joel:	 It was Tracey Emin who called Billy 
Childish's work being 'stuck,stuck,stuck' and he stole the term and 
used it for the group
01:42:50	 Valerie Anderson:	 Where do 'boundaries' 
feature in the discussion of safe space? We face challenges of 
balancing compliance, instrumentality and the permission to 
experiment creatively in our academic practice and curricula? How do 
you manage and 'hold' this balance?
01:43:33	 Jill Cowley - DMU:	 A safe space to fail is so 
important, but we have such a bigger distance to bring our students 
to this now than ever before.  Those who buy into failing as a way 
of growing and progressing are the minority now, certainly when they 
join us in year 1.
01:43:53	 Misha Myers:	 How do you support  students with 
neurodivergent conditions that need structure to navigate space of 
uncertainty?
01:43:55	 Catherine Bovill, University of Edinburgh:	 Do 
you think there are limits to the number of students that can be 
taught in the studio space/relational spaces at one time?
01:44:16	 Ann Kaegi:	 I love the idea of thinking about 
the whole of the uni being a studio space ❤
01:46:00	 Chris Chandler:	There’s an added dimension in 
subjects like film-making where team work is inherent from the 
start..
01:46:42	 Helen King (Bath Spa):	 For all subject areas, we 
can think of assessment as the creative output of their learning - 
which supports scaffolding and 'assessment as learning'.
01:47:00	 Chris Chandler:	Or film!
01:48:14	 Joel Cable:	 Maybe its more about reframing 'safe 
space to fail' as safe space to experiment/find out what works and 
what doesn't'. Agree that students willing to accept a 'failure' are 
in the minority
01:48:59	 Matt:	 Have schools in early years and beyond (pre 
FE/HE) halted the ability to be creative in young people developing 
through their educational journeys? I was enthralled by the late Sir 
Ken Robinsons theory around the 'paradigm of education'.



01:49:29	 Yasmina Mallam-Hassam; Goldsmiths, UoL:	Safe space 
to experiment also relates to careers as well as academic outcomes 
and these need to be conjoined through the academic journey
01:50:59	 Susan Mair:	 I love how a Design School education 
introduces a brief, discussion ensues, ideas are sparked.There  are 
no wrong answers.All contributions are seen as valid. It is vital to 
embed the capacity to fail.
01:51:40	 Anne:	 We learn from failure
01:52:22	 Helen Morley:	 This is good - deromanticizing 
failure
01:52:35	 Tony Churchill:	Some lovely ideas - especially uni 
as a studio space - but we all need to be careful with language. All 
courses (regardless of discipline) should be creative. Calling any 
discipline non-creative is like calling ‘creative’ course illiterate 
or innumerate. Neither is true.
01:52:52	 m-peters:	 pass/fail working well at UWE 
Bristol
01:53:21	 Shirley Gibbins (RCVS):	I would phrase it as 
'adaptability to challenge'
01:53:34	 Daniel M B Lee:	Whitechapel publish  interesting 
'themed' books one is Documents of Contemporary Art: Failure
01:53:36	 Chris Chandler:	Surely there is failure and failure.  
There’s a big difference between failing to deliver a fully rounded 
film, and failing to work in a safe and legal way…
01:53:54	 Kim:	 We have first years on P/F and it's shown 
grades are often superfluous for us.
01:54:00	 Anne:	 Everyone will retire eventually
01:54:11	 Misha Myers:	 We have had to move away from pass/
fail as there is no opportunity for compensation
01:54:36	 kathryn Coates:	From a creative curriculum 
perspective isn’t failure an intrinsic part of the creative process 
- shouldn’t we stop linking this (the creative process) to the idea 
of failure?
01:55:07	 Kim:	 Does compensation mean reassessment? We do 
offer an opportunity for reassessment for any F except non 
submission.
01:55:21	 Lizzie Holden:	 Answering Matt's point above around 
earlier than FE/HE education and creativity (can't tag answer in 
reply).

I would hazard that early years/primary in particular is one of the 
most creative and experimentation (caveat quality varies in primary 
too). We can learn a lot from primary, in my professional experience 
learners and educators are much more comfortable with idea of 
experimentation/growth mindset etc and we could learn a lot from 
this space in the HE world

Secondary I've not linked to for a few years but there have been 
challenges in needing to show outcomes and weightings of different 
subjects (in school scores) that have challenged the freedoms there.
01:55:26	 Ian Truelove:	 This is a good book for anyone 
interested in challenging the wisdom of grading: https://
www.alfiekohn.org/punished-rewards/
01:55:54	 Debbie McVitty:	HI all when you post to the box 
please check your blue button is toggled to “everyone” not just 
“host and panelists” (assuming you want everyone to see!)



01:55:54	 Debbie McVitty:	HI all when you post to the box 
please check your blue button is toggled to “everyone” not just 
“host and panelists” (assuming you want everyone to see!)
01:56:01	 shaunhides:	 Ambiguity is of course contextual  - 
as is the ability for students and staff to deal with it. Managed 
ambiguity, in terms of the idea of the ambiguity entailed by the 
fact that there is necessarily  no “right answer’ to a brief - and 
indeed that not getting “an answer’ might the learning outcome.  
Also the language of failing fast and frequently to learn 
experientially is not “Failure” - its learning
01:56:03	 Dr Ailsa Crum:	 Being heavily grade dependent 
detracts from experimentation and worries students about the 
possibility of failure because they fear their failure will get 
built into their future outcomes - eg a failure will impact their 
award classification. So the opportunities to move on from a failed 
experiment is key.
01:56:14	 Calum Sherwood (he/him):	 Crits are a really 
important (and vulnerable) place for students to experiment, and 
different groups of students encounter these spaces so differently. 
At UAL we’ve been doing a lot of work on boundary setting and 
‘scaffolding’ (as Susan talks about) to ensuring crits are useful 
learning spaces for all students, not just the most privileged.
01:56:22	 Kim:	 I'd also suggest "Ungrading" by Susan Blum 
(with Alfie Kohn too!)
01:56:53	 Misha Myers:	 No compensation is when a student 
can be compensated for a failing grade if it is within a grade range 
and other marks across other set number of modules are a pass. 
Exists in different university frameworks in different ways. But 
pass/fail disadvantages students in this framework.
01:57:19	 Michael Boyle (Leeds):	 There's an internet trend 
known as ATBGE (Awful Taste but Good Execution) which could be 
useful for creative educators to look at in terms of assessment!
01:57:19	 Professor Leanne de Main:	 We really shouldn’t 
apologise for subjectivity!
01:58:05	 Kim:	 We do need to acknowledge subjectivity 
though....so many students think grading is meant to be objective.
01:58:18	 steve fisher:	 F
I always tell my ( perfomance making ) students that it isn't about 
getting it 'right' and certainly not 'perfect' . I want them to use 
the tools and techniques and frameworks  of the medium they choose 
to work in but after that the output needs to reflet their 'voice' 
or area of interest/passion - their stories - which may not align 
with my subjective tastes. The 'tools' and demonstrating 
understanding and use of the frameworks gives them the structure to 
be assessed against, and the subjective element is the freedom to 
express their ideas.
01:58:22	 Victoria Walters:	 I have found Beuys' 
sculptural analogy helpful, because it integrates thermal qualities 
and that allows us to respond to scenarios that have become stuck or 
problematic. If you think of Universities as sculptures in that 
sense you can diagnose where things are flowing and productive and 
warm, but also where things have become static, cold and rigid. He 
was also a strong advocate of seeing creativity as important in all 
disciplines. There are limitations there to this Steiner-related 
model but potentials too.



01:59:05	 Mark Wilsher Norwich:	 At Norwich, our first year 
UG, Foundation, and all PGT studies are Pass/Fail. But this has to 
be supported by a whole institutional culture of safety and 
preparing spaces for creative risk taking. We talk about it 
explicitly and staff try to constantly model it
01:59:08	 blise:	 Subjectivitiy positions - ok as long as 
you're transparent about how you come to that subjective view
01:59:17	 Kim:	 I would also suggest folks check out The 
Grading Conference: https://www.centerforgradingreform.org/grading-
conference/
01:59:27	 shaunhides:	 We need to distinguish between 
grading, assessment, evaluation and feedback  - they’re 
interconnected. - but often confused/conflated
01:59:34	 Ann Kaegi:	 Would students be engaged in that 
dialogue and shape how they are assessed?
02:00:13	 Joel:	 I think trust is an essential element of 
assessment process between student and staff
02:00:28	 Lucy Turner:	 Agree Joel
02:00:33	 Tim Savage:	 Sticking with scaffolding, for 
students to learn and grow from failure Vygotsky suggests they 
require a ‘More Knowledgeable Other’ with a deeper comprehension of 
the specific task, concept or process in which they have ‘failed’ to 
aid them in making sense and improving. A lot of failure happens in 
self directed study and I would advocate for the value of technician 
pedagogies in these hidden exchanges (kindly noted in Susan’s book).
02:01:34	 shaunhides:	 Go for share window
02:02:02	 Victoria Walters:	 Great point Tim!
02:03:11	 Susan Orr:	 Thanks for these comments.  
Interesting observations, questions and good challenges
02:03:31	 Team Wonkhe:	 Tada! pretty slides have arrived
02:03:40	 Victoria Walters:	 Many thanks Susan - 
definitely going to buy your book!
02:04:16	 Joel:	 Lev Vyg advocated for social learning which 
is something Piaget didn't really acknowledge fully, could argue the 
circular diagram is too flat in comparison to a spatial model of 
learning such as Activity Theory
02:05:28	 Chris Chandler:	The Bottle of Notes!
02:05:53	 Rosie Hare (she/her) - Jisc:	 Yes, Chris! lol.
02:06:23	 Rosie Hare (she/her) - Jisc:	 Teessider and 
Teesside uni alumni here! 🙋
02:06:46	 Chris Chandler:	I was there for its unveiling when I 
worked for M’boro Council
02:06:56	 Eyv Hardwick:	 My first ever work placement 
Cleveland Crafts Centre and then my work commissioned to be buried 
under Mima within the foundation - Mima is a fabulous space for all
02:08:46	 Debbie McVitty:	A reassurance for all that recording 
and slides will be shared after the session
02:09:19	 Chris Chandler:	And now the Transporter Bridge!  Oh 
the nostalgia...
02:14:49	 Paula:	 I have to run off and do some peer 
observation now :-) but thank you, all.
02:15:04	 Team Wonkhe:	 Thanks for joining Paula 🙂
02:15:13	 Anne:	 Very real, thank you
02:16:01	 Michael Boyle (Leeds):	 Would love to hear more 
about imagined tactilities and how that can be used to engage 
learners with objects and experiences that they don't have access 
to. VR is a big discussion in this space, but is it even 
necessary...?



02:16:01	 Michael Boyle (Leeds):	 Would love to hear more 
about imagined tactilities and how that can be used to engage 
learners with objects and experiences that they don't have access 
to. VR is a big discussion in this space, but is it even 
necessary...?
02:17:36	 Clare Loughlin-Chow SRHE:	 My apologies I must 
leave a bit early but I wanted to thank the speakers from some 
thought-provoking presentations.
02:19:06	 Chris Chandler:	Apols, need to leave now for a no-
doubt fascinating budget meeting.
02:19:19	 Team Wonkhe:	 Thanks Chris, enjoy (if you can)
02:19:33	 Joel:	 https://www.theguardian.com/education/2025/
mar/06/the-english-schools-looking-to-dispel-doom-and-gloom-around-
ai
02:19:33	 kathryn Coates:	The impact of this type of project 
is profound for all involved, just fantastic - when our students 
engage with the wider community and cultural institutions and use/
share their creativity in this context it is transformative for them 
- we need to do it more!
02:21:49	 steve fisher:	 students who "never knew the 
analogue..."   interesting reflection!
02:21:59	 Eyv Hardwick:	 Collaboration, social spaces and 
opportunities to share
02:22:14	 Team Wonkhe:	 Newcastle Uni now has a school X!
02:22:30	 kathryn Coates:	Totally agree about students craving 
tactility too - so important - thoughtful, mindful practice, so 
valuable
02:23:41	 Joel:	 The premise of a cognitive and psychological 
tactility extends beyond the material tactility, which expands on 
the notion of creative space not just being a physical environment 
but one that is individual and interior
02:25:16	 Misha Myers:	 At University of Plymouth in the 
Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Business   we have Common Challenge 
modules involving inter-disciplinary collaboration on a shared brief 
related to UN sustainable goals and creative challenges.
02:25:25	 kathryn Coates:	What do you mean by ‘block’ Susan 
and how do you think it will help with the challenges apparent in 
arts curriculum currently
02:25:59	 Susan Orr:	 Block is where students do one 
module at a time in sequence.  They do seven weeks block at a time
02:27:18	 Susan Orr:	 Serendipitous moments
02:27:30	 Dr Ailsa Crum:	 It’s quite tricky being 57 too… ;-)
02:28:13	 silke lange:	 Thanks so much Susan and Laura for 
such engaging and insightful conversation. So much food for thought!
02:28:24	 Victoria Walters:	 What a wonderful session, 
many thanks!
02:28:28	 Kim:	 Thank you everyone!!
02:28:29	 Eyv Hardwick:	 Thank you so much x inspired again
02:28:32	 Yasmina Mallam-Hassam; Goldsmiths, UoL:	Thank you
02:28:36	 Tom Connor:	 Thanks, really interesting
02:28:37	 Catherine Bovill, University of Edinburgh:	
Thanks to the speakers for such a stimulating and inspiring session.
02:28:37	 Dan Hopkins:	 Thank you for an engaging talk, 
inspiring.
02:28:39	 Victoria Squire:	 Thank you!



02:28:41	 Tom Hignett - University of Chester:	 Thank you so 
much, that was really inspiring
02:28:45	 Anna Troisi UAL:	 Thanks so much!!!
02:28:45	 Rosie Enys:	 So enjoyed this, thanks!
02:28:49	 kathryn Coates:	Thanks Susan and Laura, great 
session and lots to think about.
02:28:56	 Emma:	 Thank you so much, really inspiring
02:28:57	 J Everiss:	 Really interesting conversations - 
thank you!
02:28:58	 msalotti:	 Thank you so much . . . thought 
provoking.
02:28:59	 Daniel M B Lee:	Diolch
02:28:59	 Ian Truelove:	 Great discussion - thanks all!
02:28:59	 Clare Thomson, Heriot-Watt:	 Thank you all for 
such wonderful lunchtime inspiration
02:29:03	 M Harris:	 Many thanks
02:29:03	 msmith:	An excellent session, thank you!
02:29:03	 Sarah Woolley:	 A fabulous session thanks Susan and 
Laura lots to take away and digest further
02:29:03	 Dawn Soutar (she/her):	 Thank you!
02:29:04	 EveMatthews:	 Thank you all so much - fabulous 
discussion. Have a lovely day :)
02:29:05	 Suk:	 🥰 Thank you
02:29:05	 Susan Mair:	 Superb discussions.Thank yo all so 
much!
02:29:07	 Steve Cole:	 Thanks
02:29:08	 Charles Hardy:	 Thanks all!


