
WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
STUDENT TIME POVERTY AND WHAT CAN BE 
DONE ABOUT IT?
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WHOSE JOURNEY?
M A R K  P E A C E .  M A N C H E S T E R  M E T R O P O L I T A N  U N I V E R S I T Y
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BUT THEY’RE NOT COMING!
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HOW DO WE 
MAKE THEM 
ATTEND!?
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CHOOSE YOUR 
OWN ADVENTURE?
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WHAT CAN WE 
LEGITIMATISE AS 
CREATING VALUE?
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CAN WE TOLERATE 
EMERGENCE?
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PERHAPS 
AGENCY CAN 
BE WHAT IT’S 
ALL ABOUT
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A STORY FROM 
MANCHESTER
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THE CHEDDAR 
THEORY OF 
FREEWILL
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Expectation: “Assessment 
measures accurately and 
consistently, the extent to 
which students have 
achieved the learning 
outcomes for the course.”



Reality: output ≠ learning outcomes met

“Are we concerned that robots 
can write like students 
because we’ve taught 

students to write like robots?” 
– Dr Maha Bali

Teacher sets 
assignment

Outputs vs Processes



Expectation: “Assessment 
is designed to minimise 
opportunities for students 
to commit academic 
misconduct,
including plagiarism, self-
plagiarism and contract 
cheating”



Reality: detection almost impossible

Easy for students to avoid 
detection

Detection tools are bias 
against certain student 

groups

Software doesn’t account 
for reasonable co-creation

“Turnitin is dead. I 
don’t know why 

anyone is still 
using it. 

We’re not. 
#TurnItOff”

What is 
‘cheating’ 
anyway?

Anonymous senior HE leader



Expectation: 
“The provider ensures 
that the threshold 
standards for its 
qualifications are 
consistent with the
relevant national 
qualifications 
frameworks.”



Reality: AI could shift students’ capability

Students use 
AI critically 

and ethically

Students 
achieve 
higher 
grades

% of 1sts 
increase

Value of 
degrees is 

questioned

Possible grade inflation
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Varied & carefully designed assessment
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No AI allowed
AI allowed

Outpu
t Process



Adapt to post-plagiarism

“Hybrid human-AI 
writing will become 

normal… trying to 
determine where the 

human ends and where 
the artificial intelligence 

begins in pointless and 
futile”



Re-set expectations

In a post-plagiarism 
world, what is realistic 

for us to expect students 
to be capable of? 


