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…or ask an AI (Chat GPT3.5)



The knowledge economy and widening access

Source: ONS and OECD 



From deep knowledge to broad skills

General
Relational
Analytic
Social
Personal



What works in developing GRASP skills?

What is taught How it is taught Co- and extra-curricular

Generic
‘employability’ content

Course-tailored
material and advice

Traditional
lecturing

Active learning
approaches

Lecturer
engagement

Personalised
learning

Work
experience

Consultancy
projects

Clubs and
societies

Years abroad

Paid work

More effective

Inter- and trans-
disciplinary study

But unequal access!

Advice



AI – radically disruptive for the knowledge economy and higher education

In the workplace:
• Increased productivity
• Levelling-up skills 

• Disrupting traineeships

For universities:
• Transforming pedagogy
• GRASP skills +

• Professional formation



Recommendations/policy implications for universities

• Employability strategies – adaptive, evidence-based

• Embed employability content in courses

• Integrate AI and understand best practice

• Maximise co- and extra-curricular opportunities, while mitigating or removing barriers 

Use their role as research educational and civic institutions to lead the debate on economic 
and social impacts of new technology, and the skills that students will need for personal 

and societal prosperity
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