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The autumn has seen controversies over research 
funding and partnerships, as well as the Academic 
Technology Approval Scheme, and Confucius 
Institutes.

We’ve also been thinking how student recruitment 
fits in to the picture.

DECEMBER 2022

“In the past year, at least 60 academics, more than half from 
China, left the UK after Atas vetting identified security concerns, 
freedom of information requests to universities show.”
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Diversify… but 
not like that!
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If you look at the places 
where students are most 
ready to come without the 
ability to bring dependants 
– it’s China.

DfE permanent secretary Susan Acland-Hood

“
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“Just as the Office for Students needs to focus on threats to institutional resilience and 
system-wide financial sustainability arising over-reliance on income from one country, 
UK Research & Innovation needs to step up the pace of its work on how to mitigate any 
potential damage to UK research capabilities from disorderly disengagement”
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“In 2021, there were just 320 

acceptances to course with Chinese 

and/or Mandarin in the title across 

the UK.”
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Thank you


