
This week
Mond The free speech agenda and the free speech bill
Tue Making a difference on student housing
Wed Improving the experience for international students
Thu The secrets of political thinking
Fri Hidden costs and student costs campaigns
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Theresa May and the “hostile environment”

• “The Home Office doesn’t do incentives: it 
Cracks Down, it Tightens Up, it Sends a Strong 
Message”

• A decade’s worth of tightening restrictions on 
international students…

• Race relations and public attitudes to 
immigration

Issues!



Brexit

• Culture wars

• EU students after 2021

• Erasmus+

• “Mix” on UK campuses

• Viability of some programmes/courses

• Science and Horizon 2020

Issues!



• Hypermarketisation

• Economic judgments and impacts

• Questions over how UK higher education is 
sold

• Antics of agents around the world

• Hostile environment and impacts on finances 
of international students

• Property and accommodation

Financialisation
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• Softening of hostile environment 

•Britain “open to the world”

•But major political issues with China

•Big changes with Europe

•Reputation on health and 
“competence” faltering

• Still strong education reputation

Today



• Let’s work on Access and Participation
• Look at the BME attainment gap!
• Oh, a lot of that is international students
• Can we find out how much is home students?
• Look at the (home) BME attainment gap!
• Let’s find out why
• Yeah, but…





Current students

Students as objects 
of data

Students as 
commissioners and 
users of evidence



National attainment 
gap (good honours) 
around 10% points

Gap?



• Measured, published, communicated to 
applicants

• Noticed at institutional (and deeper) level

• Hypotheses testing – understanding why?

• “Quality” of student v “Quality” of support & 
environment

• Interventions deployed

BME attainment gap



Using evidence



Qualitative data



• National student survey

• UK Enhancement Survey

• Postgraduate Taught Experience Survey

• Postgraduate Research Experience Survey

• The International Student Barometer™

• Key outcomes – good honours, continuation

What’s out there?



I would like the OfS to consider what steps it can take to ensure 
international students feel:

• feel integrated on campus

• are supported in terms of their mental health and wellbeing

• receive the employability skills they need and are supported into 
employment, whether in their home country or the UK.

It will, therefore, be critical to ensure the OfS:

• makes public transparent data on the outcomes achieved by 
international students

• data should also inform the approach the OfS takes to setting and 
monitoring compliance with its quality requirements

• OfS’s work on harmful student recruitment practices also seems relevant 
to international students
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Williamson



Strategy



1. Isolation

2. Financial hardship 

3. Participation

4. Immigration

5. Housing

6. Recruitment and suitability

7. Agents

8. Visa length and academic issues

9. Discrimination and harassment

10. Culturally competent services (and T&L)

11. Bonding social capital and bridging social capital

12. Compound impact of 100 x lived experience issues

13. Cash cows and cash cow courses

14. Employment and employability

14 major issues





• Free membership for SUs

• Advice and events 

• Advocacy for international education

• Ambassador scheme to amplify international 
student voice

• Charter

• Network?

UKCISA
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