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What do we know about how
students make decisions?

450%
1 in 2

2 in 5 91%1.4x

increase in declarations of 
a mental health condition

say better IAG would 
help them make
better decisions

of 2022 applicants 
are committed to 
their firm choice

UCAS applicants 
are also interested
in apprenticeships

Advantaged students are
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more likely to consider HE 
in in primary school than 

disadvantaged peers



Journey to a million 

765,000  |  +15,000

2023

2024

2025

2022

800,000  |  +35,000

890,000  |  +50,000

840,000  |  +44,000

2021 vs 2026
there could be:

+27% applicants

+35% 18 year olds

+70% international

2026 960,000  |  +60,000
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Journey to a million 

2023

2024

2025

2022

2026 Beyond Discover Your Future

Lifelong Loan Entitlement

Personal Statement/reference reform

Widening Participation data

Another Covid cohort

• Careers Quiz
• Employer profiles
• Widening 

Participation changes
• Enhanced safety net
• Actual entry grades 

for students
• Provider profiles
• UCAS Hub 2.0
• Clearing Plus 

enhancement
• Apprenticeships career 

and talent finder



Discover Your Future
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Discover Decide Apply Shine

The go-to place for UK higher education, apprenticeships, and lifelong learning



Demand for apprenticeships
UCAS Career Finder saw record 2.3m 
searches in 2021, up 41% from 2020

Of the 750,000 registered with UCAS for 
next year in the last 6 months 342,000 said 
they are interested in an apprenticeship

Despite this, the number of higher/degree 
apprenticeship starts for under 19s was
3,600 – just 4% of the total
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New questions and 
content for key cohorts, 
enhancing knowledge 
and understanding of 

your applicants  

UCAS Outreach
Connections Service, 
linking hard to reach

students to opportunities,
at an earlier stage

Helping you hit your 
widening participation 
targets and narrowing 

the inequality gap 
across the sector

Fair Access Programme 

Personalising the 
experience for specific 
groups, tackling their 

challenges and 
providing support

9 May 2022Security marking: PUBLIC |   7



ADMISSIONS 
CONFERENCE 2022
WONKHE
ACCESS ALL AREAS

Who are the future
students and what is
informing their choices
about HE options?


