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Policy headlines 

ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

Susan Orr leading review of blended learning 

Spring statement, cost of living, and NAO on university 
finances

INDUSTRIAL ACTION
Can the situation be resolved? Sanctions and research collaborations with Russia; 

support for Ukraine 

UKRI STRATEGY 
Nurse’s vision realisedB conditions confirmed; B£ and TEF consultations 

concluded 

UKRAINE

QUALITY REGULATION

MARCH 2022

ADMISSIONS

OFS BLENDED REVIEW

New code of practice and next steps for reform 

TERTIARY EDUCATION (WALES) BILL 
Principles are passed; more to come on research, 
student voice, Welsh language 



I’m not in 
Liverpool any 
more, Dorothy
But I was

JIM DICKINSON



• Run up overshadowed by antisemitism 
controversy/Lowkey/Education Committee no-show

• Elected Shaima Dallali (City UoL President) as 
President, and Chloe Field (Deputy President, 
Liverpool Guild) as VP Higher Education

• Discussions on Ukraine, fees and funding, access, 
gender-based violence, student housing, international 
students and a “new vision” for education.

• Consensus-based experiment – smaller NUS and 
smaller event

NUS Conference







• Budget 

Student finance



• Intergenerational, gender, aspects

• Regional aspects

• Should we consider changes in budget terms 
(taxation) or student loans terms (DfE)?

• Martin Lewis and his “don’t do a gap year” 
message…

Student finance





• Augar proposed that the max maintenance loan this 
Sept (England, away from home, outside London) be 
£10,688 (NMW)

• Instead it will be £9,706 — an increase of just 2.3% on 
this year (an old Q1 23 OBR forecast) 

• OBR says inflation will hit 8.7% in Q4

• Also DSA, PG loans - all only going up by 2.3%

• Plus £25k family income threshold frozen absolutely

• No entitlement to £150 energy bills rebate 

• Nations impacts?

Student finance



Institutional support



DAVID KERNOHAN | ASSOCIATE EDITOR

End of term report 2021-22:

Palace of Westminster

@DKERNOHAN | DK@WONKHE.COM



11 May 2021
State Opening

10 May 2022
State Opening

Lifelong Learning Bill?

Government Bill
Originated in ?, Session 2022-23

The Parliamentary Session
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Advanced Research and Invention Agency Act 2022

MARCH 2022

• Originally carried over from the 2019-21 session
• Passed largely unamended (some government tweaks around devolved consen
• Concerns were around detail of ministerial direction, sunset clause
• Agency was due to start in this session, currently missing a Chair and Chief Exec

Peter Highnam, Deputy Director, 
DARPA

Dominic Cummings, Blogger
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Skills and Post-16 Education Bill

MARCH 2022

• Introduced 2021 Queen’s Speech
• Was originally supposed to operationalise LLE (didn’t) and LSIPs (does)
• Includes measures on Essay Mills, OfS absolute benchmarks, OfS defamation
• Currently in “ping-pong” – point of difference is on a reprieve for BTECs
• Will almost certainly pass this session
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Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Bill

MARCH 2022

• Introduced 2021 Queen’s Speech
• Based on Iain Mansfield’s recommendations for Policy Exchange
• Minor government amendments – adds “constituent 

institutions”, removes SUs at “constituent institutions”
• Halfon (et al) amendment pending on university overseas 

funding reporting
• Has been waiting for report stage since 22 September 2021
• Will not now pass this session – would require a custom “carry 

over” motion to continue in next.
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(Likely) Lifelong Learning Bill

MARCH 2022

• Will be introduced 2022 Queen’s Speech
• Will operationalise results of consultation on Lifelong 

Loan Entitlement (eligibility, scope, infrastructure) and 
Higher Education reform (MERs, SNCs, foundation 
years?) as needed

• Likely to be a detailed, technical, Bill (like we assumed 
SP16E Bill would be)

• Alongside new Schools Bill will likely take up most DfE Bill 
team capacity

Lifelong Learning Bill?

Government Bill
Originated in ?, Session 2022-23
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Other coming attractions

Section 80 HERA 
review

DfE/ Education 
Committee

DfE Cabinet/Government Education Committee

Standard post-legislative 
scrutiny of the Higher 
Education and Research Act 
2017. Starts with a command 
paper from DfE, may lead to a 
committee inquiry.

“Tailored review” of 
OfS
Regulatory effectiveness 
review of the Office for 
Students – would be like an 
expanded version of the 
recent NAO report looking at 
all aspects of OfS regulation.

Reshuffle in early 
summer?
Johnson administration 
completes the “reset” with a 
new ministerial team. Is 
Michelle Donelan on her way 
up? Is Nadhim Zahawi after a 
“big job”?

Will it get any 
better?
Robert Halfon has been 
Education Committee Chair 
since 2017 and will continue 
to hold it till the next election, 
unless he gets a government 
job. A refresh here could 
improve the committee.

MARCH 2022
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“General principles” (Stage 1) have been approved by 
Senedd. Points of difference include:

• Learner and worker representation on governing body of 
CTER

• Ministerial powers to dissolve HEPs

• Provider autonomy

• Strengthening of safeguarding

• Strengthening of Welsh language duty

• More detail on research (new duty?)

• Update on impact assessments and transparency

Meanwhile in 
Wales

Tertiary Education and Research Bill

MARCH 2022

(line by line scrutiny)
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