
What is University research for?







“Greener, healthier, 
more prosperous, UK.”

“Now we have left the 
EU.”

“The UK can look back 
on a proud history of 
changing the world 
through innovation.”

“But most importantly of all this Strategy 
sends a message to businesses: make 
innovation central to everything you do and 
tell us what further steps we can take to help 
you to do so.”



Unleashing Business- We Will 
Fuel Business that want to 

Innovate

People- We Will Make the UK the 
most Exciting Place for Innovation 

Talent

Institutions and Places-
We will ensure our research, 
development and innovation 
institutions serve the needs of 
businesses and places across the 
UK. 

Pillar 4: Missions & Technologies –
We will stimulate innovation to 
tackle major challenges faced by 
the UK and the world and drive 
capability in key technologies. 



WHY?

“This Strategy focuses on how we
support private sector innovation by making the most of the UK’s research, 
development and innovation system.”

Left the EU

Disruption because of COVID

Global Competition

Transformational Industrial Change



WHY NOW?

To Come: Net Zero Strategy, the Digital 
Strategy, the National Cyber Strategy, 
and the National Space Strategy.

Business Innovation Forum- Chaired Dr Hayaatun Sillem



Ok, so what?



Great, how?

Lessons from COVID-19 and 
National Science and 
Technology Council 

Continual consultation and stripping back 
of regulatory system post EU, breaking up 
monopolies, policy framework on data and 

the economy, UKRI Commercialisation 
Funding Framework, independent review 

of research funding  DR Adam Tickell

Access to finance through 
skills, DC pension reform, 

capital reviews, tax 
incentives, and public loans

Infrastructure- Transport, 
digital, data, energy, and 

utility “Cyber Physical 
Infrastructure,” and 

“National AI Strategy.”

VISAS, Skills and Jobs

Landscape: Paul Nurse, 
ARPA, Levelling up WP, 

Spatial R&D Tool, 
Innovation Missions and 
Innovation Technologies 

(SIPF W2)



Oh, this sounds too 
easy?

The seven technology families of UK strength and 
opportunity:

Advanced Materials and Manufacturing

AI, Digital and Advanced Computing

Bioinformatics and Genomics

Engineering Biology

Electronics, Photonics and Quantum

Energy and Environment Technologies

Robotics and Smart Machines
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