SUs

L
an
4
Z
2,
=




GLOBE MAGAZINE

I No, college students aren’t obsessed with free
speech. Here's what they do worry about.

Two researchers spent five years visiting 10 vastly difterent campuses. Their sobering ——

conclusion: The field of higher education is going to need some big changes.
By Wendy Fischman and Howard Gardner Updated February 17,2022, 10:45 a.m. M f ’ @ ’ i6 —————

No, college students aren’t obsessed with free speech. Here’s what they do worry about. - The Boston Globe
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* Mental health challenges esp anxiety
* Feelings that they don’t belong

* Alienation from peers, the academic agenda,
and the ethos of their institution.
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No, college students aren’t obsessed with free
speech. Here’s what they do worry about.

Two researchers spent five years visiting 10 vastly different campuses. Their sobering
conclusion: The field of higher education is going to need some big changes.
By Wendy Fischman and Howard Gardner Updated February 17, 2022, 10:45 a.m. - f ’ é , 110

 Anxiety as a fear response to a perceived threat.
Students become anxious about education when they
view it or the environment as a threat to them.

 That may be stimulated by social and cultural experiences,
which, for instance, leave students feeling marginalised,
ostracised or humiliated.

« Alternatively, it may arise from a fear of failure or the
perceived consequences of failure.

 The Diversity paradox

 Deeper acceptance of and commitment to diversity than ever —m——————————

before. —  — — —
 But spending less time with people “not like them” than ever —
before ———— ——— ———  ——

WONKHE - e

e
SUs



R

Where to begin? e N e

e Late 1920s, NUS and AUT work on future of
universities

* In the context of Mussolini’s attack on Abyssinia and
amid propaganda for pacifism, widespread concern
about student activism on both sides.

* Ajoint NUS/AUT position was that SUs should not take
a position but that their clubs should for maximum
debate, and AUT would defend any student’s right to
take part in that kind of debate.

* Students’ unions as position takers or clearing houses.
 Debate about “platforms”...
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Free speech: 70s and 80s

* NUS “No Platform” policy for fascists in late 70s

e Some SUs widen and seek to include Conservative and
Jewish groups

 Early 80s: Lots of local incidents- ie John Carlisle MP,
Tory apologist for apartheid visited various campuses
prompting NUS President Phil Woolas to claim that he
and others were deliberately trying to “provoke
incidents”

* Demonstrations and boycotts resulted in negative
headlines for NUS and students’ unions and demands
for action by the press
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all Sir Keith brands the campus

~ The new barbarlans —~—
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1985

 Shortly after a protest against Leon Brittan at the University of
Manchester, a Green paper listed freedom of speech at British
universities under the government's 'main concerns’, stating:

The Development of
———— Hirleer Fiucalbii ———
irEo hie 10

All institutions, at all times have a responsibility to ensure that their affairs
are conducted as befits a liberal institution. In particular, they have a
responsibility to protect freedom of speech within the law, even for those
with widely unpopular views: this is essential as part of a free society, for
critical thought and the liberal education which it underpins.

* Said that if institutions took no action legislation would follow.

 Taxpayer's money should not be used “to fund unions that refuse a
platform to speakers whose views are objectionable to some students
although others wish to invite them”, or “to fund unions that prevent
invited speakers from gaining a hearing, or that permit violence or the
threat of violence to that end”.

MEETING
THE CHALLENGE
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* |srael - Palestine a long running intractable

* Student groups on both sides of the conflict

 Manifested in political debate around
platforms

* Converts into a risk assessment approach (PVE
and antisemitism)

 Eventually adopted into law and adaption to
EA 1986
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* Frank Furedi
* Claire Fox

* Munira Mirza
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Today

* Snowflakes

* Cancel culture

* Trigger Warnings

 No Platform

 Trans “debate”

* Greer, Tatchell, Rudd

 Adopted by Brexiteers and “the right”

* Wider society now having the debate?

* Different attitudes to freedom of
speech?
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Related Topics

Gavin Williamson, Jacob Rees-Mogg,

Amber Rudd
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Government looks to strengthen free speech
on campus after Oxford's no-platforming of
Amber Rudd

Education Secretary believed to be looking at increasing powers of university regulator

By Harry Yorke, POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Amber Rudd's planned speech at Oxford was cancelled just 30 minutes before it was due to begin | CREDIT: Rex

Oxford University has been rebuked by the Education Secretary over the i i
More stories
"unacceptable" no-platforming of Amber Rudd, with the Government on Friday

threatening intervention to protect free speech on campuses.

Gavin Williamson is believed to be looking at increasing the powers of the university
regulator after a speech by former Home Secretary Ms Rudd was blocked by a student

(( (00000 000000¢0107107¢(°[

society on Thursday.
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microaggression monitors -  — —

13 lain Mansfield @ /GMansfield

U Sho At times, some university authorities have actively enabled policies that
st gEl)  encroach upon free speech. Codes or statements have been introduced that
would limit free speech, and some students’ unions have been granted

uni ina;:luprlcmpriate levels of Enrltml over whi::h Speaklﬂ:.'l':& can \:fisit Ia‘nf:l hr::rwl student

A i

The HEP should not encourage students to inform upon other students for
lawful free speech, nor should they pay, or otherwise reward, students for
doing so.

“ resort to criminal threats or violence. Even where lip service is paid to free
speech, too often leaders have not done enough to defend those faced with
‘cancellation’, to prevent the abuse and personal harassment of those with
heterodox views and to actively build a culture in which free speech is openly
valued and celebrated.
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SGRAPS
JUST DON'T ADD UP lIlIl.-'l.-'II

T s casesrise, | RN 1"t

of over-50s are | R admissions o % < l/o

now ‘protected’ IERATE hospital FALL 2t theto Cou
DOSSIER BORIS CANNOT IGNORE -

After they claim portrait ‘represents colonial history’...

OUTRAGE
AS OXF ORD AND WAI;::‘I:,%I#&F THISTO
STUDENTS e
VO TE T 0 ¥ Oxford University students removing a picture of the Queen is simply

By Josh White, Daniel Martin
and Elliot Mulligan

OXFORD students sparked
anger last night after voting
to remove a portrait of the
Queen from their common
room because she ‘represents

recent colonial history’.
Education Secretary Gavin William-

son condemned the move by gradu-

ate members of Magdalen College as

absurd. She is the Head of State and a symbol of what is best about the UK.

During her long reign she has worked tirelessly to promote British values of

E: .
The r ng, concern at = =
l.nﬁ,\ BB ee Cuare tolerance, inclusivity & respect around the world
E iniv
v si own the photogra-
phic p f arch came after a
debate by a committee of students from
Magdalen’s Middle Common Room. O M - =
One opponent of the proposal suggested b [ LNl
it amounted to ‘cancelling the Queen and .

Turn to Page 4




Universities ‘must be open to free speech)’,
says head of UCL

Dr Michael Spence said speakers should not be cancelled because of protests and ‘it’s our
job to make students uncomfortable’

™ VIEW COMMENTS 1 t 4




Chart 7: Who should be allowed to speak on university campuses
- by graduate status

An individual who promotes the UK's colonial
history and the positive role of the British Empire

An individual who has written books against gay
marriage

An individual who believe that trans women
(women who were assigned male at birth) are not
women

An individual who defends Donald Trump and the
actions of the Trump Presidency

An individual who has communist views

Anindividual who believes that the Holocaust did
not happen

An individual who advocates the role of violent

jihad under certain circumstances (violent action
undertaken in the name of Islam)

An individual who has previously committed a
violent crime

Anindividual who believes thatimmigration
levels should be reduced

An individual who has made racist remarks

W Not Attended University

((((((((((((((((FCCE ((

Do you think of each of the following as being a force for good, a force for ill, or a mixed-
blessing?
I 5o
S=amr e 52% How did the people who thought the How did the people who thought the
following were a force for ill vote? following were a force for good vote?
B 15%
) N 22%
81% 29%
19% 71%
- 21% Multiculturalism Multiculturalism
— 26%
80% 32%
20% 68%
B 20% Social liberalism Social liberalism
D 36%
% 0%
26% 74 60% M ﬂ
B 3% Feminism Feminism
D 49% <:_ 8 8
/ 22% % 62% 3
-33% -_ The Green movement The Green movement
-18% | ] @ 69% 38% @
31% 62% :
Globalisation Globalisation
-58% I C
-37% 1§ ' 1% %
29% ¢ §’&
The internet The internet
B 18%
B 220 [ o 51% 51%
49% 49%
Gender Age SEG Capitalism
! I 307 %
Total Male | Female | 18-24 | 25-34 | 35-44 | 45-54 | 55-64 [ 65+ | AB | C1 | c2 | DE 509 80% 79% 2L
. Immigration
3398 Unweighted base 2069 1028 1039 | 220 350 338 371 316 474|532 583 440 512 B Leave Hermain
-15% & Weighted base 2069 1007 1060 | 240 358 340 369 298 464 | 556 556 451 504 Lord Ashcroft Polls
NOT gone 1ar [ & ordasherol
-80% -60% -40% -20% 09 enough 210 89 120 44 48 29 30 21 38 | 54 63 46 48
g 10% 9% 1% [ 19% 13% 9% 8% 7% 8% |10% 11% 10% 10%
“ Attended Unive
About right 441 205 235 | 79 91 101 64 45 61 | 146 106 82 108
21% 20% 22% | 33% 25% 30% 17% 15% 13%|26% 19% 18% 21% — e ——————
Has gone too far 1245 647 598 | 81 167 184 242 222 349 321 344 281 297 R
60% 64% 56% | 34% 47% 54% 66% 74% 75%|58% 62% 62% 59% —— T — . —
Don't know 172 65 107 | 33 53 25 33 11 15| 36 43 42 51
NN S s R
8% 6% 10% | 15% 15% 7% 9% 4% 3% | 6% 8% 9% 10%
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Which party do you think

IS most likely t

0 agree?

10%

WHO BACKS THESE  o5occ e e
L LS8 TN support - Oppose

Statues of historical figures being takendown ~~ 18%  59%
9% s . 19%  48%
12%  Breastteeding being renamed ‘chestfeeding’ 5% 68%
8% ol ey donetersendes.  13%  61%
10% [Medutatbihsimnialo 299  39%
20% | FERERN rokvahimmiistntgn . 219, 40%
¢ Environmental protest gro
bl 14% oty L Net support amongst age groups for "wokery”
52% 6%  Negative attitudes toward
a47% 13%  Shorter sentences for crim Statues of historical figures being taken down

‘Don’t knows’ and ‘n

Men being allowed to redefine themselves as women and access women-only facilities

Breastfeeding being renamed ‘chestfeeding’

Children being allowed to take puberty blockers and have hormone therapy to change gender

The idea that Britain is a systemically or institutionally racist country

People facing disciplinary action or losing their jobs for writing or liking pelitically incorrect posts on social media T% -1% -5%,

Envircnmental protest groups causing damage to property & disrupting city centres

Nepative attitudes towards the Royal Family

WO N K H E Shorter sentences for criminals

SUs

18-34 35-54 G55+

20 3% -3E%
1% 1% -32%
42% -3%a -30%

43% -6% -37%

21%a -d% -24%

24 %0 -4 % -20%

24%n -5%0 -28%%G

(oo oeeteee0oeteeett |

7% -2%0 -25%



Time and time again we hear of instances where
policies and practices have been adopted which

have a chilling effect on free speech and
academic freedom, such as systems that allow

lecturers or students to be anonymously
reported for unwittingly causing offence, or
charging student societies security costs to
invite mainstream speakers; where students or
staff have been silenced or threatened with a
loss of privileges or even dismissal for airing
views or opinions that others find distasteful or
provocative.
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e Curriculum and institutional decolonisation

* Anti racism campaigns esp BLM —_—
* Bystander initiatives —
* Anonymous harassment reporting -
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Feb 2021 Policy Paper

* Threads: Classic libertarians, social
conservatism, feminism

* 15,000 words of analysis and proposals

 Based largely around 2 x Policy Exchange
reports from 2019 and 2020

e “Students have been expelled from their
courses, academics fired and others who have
been forced to live under the threat of
violence*
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Government set to fine universities
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=== as ministers 'defend British history and ==
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* Number of events where a speaker has been
banned?

* Expelled students (2 “cases” - Sheffield and
Nottingham)

e “Sacked” staff?

Though there are noble exceptions, often a blind eye has been turned to the

creeping culture of censorship. A culture has been allowed to develop in
which it is seen as acceptable, even virtuous, for an academic to sign an open

letter that calls for another to be dismissed or defunded.

HOME = ABOUT  AFAFSTATEMENT  EVENTS  OURFRIENDS  THEBANNEDLIST  AFAF CORRESPONDENTS

SIGNATORIES ~ HEROES AND ZEROS

B SUPPORT AFAF WITH A DONATION (ONE-
The Banned List OFF OR MONTHLY) e —

- Donate
EDES s [t Tt

¥ ARTICLES GROUPED BY TAG

fioaSpeech Adem Kisset -\-—

Inesgrationizm

Compiled by Mark Wanstall

This is a list of individuals who were banned from speaking a universities in the UK and Ireland or faced
campaigns to silence them or sack them for their views. Several are subject to multiple bans and not all bans are -y,
Uisted here. It also Includes academics and others who were threatened with dislplinary action, disciplined or wericwne
dismissed by their universities for their views. Listing individuals here does not imply that AFAF supports the
views of any individual. We support free speech, no Ifs,no buts. Please emall AFAF with any additions o wrase the Oebace 8l o Rights
corrections ctick on the names for further information).

employanitey wrowtedge

John McDonnell and Selina Todd. February 2021 Oxford University Labour Club condemed the former Shadow e =
Chancellor McDonnell for participating in an I conversation'event on ‘he soc'a myir with Professoc

Todd at the University of Oxford on 11 February. They had calied for him and fellow students niot to attend. They a

claimed tha: Todd was  known transphobe” with a transphobic history’

Ken Loach. February 2021. A campalgn was launched against Loach speaking at an online 'In conversation’event
about his films to be hosted by St Peter’s College, University of Oxford, on 8 February. The Union of Jewish
Students and the Jewish Board of Deputles called for his o platformingbecause Loach had *.cepeatedly been
accused of and has been an apologist for antisemitism The College st00d fitm saying that no-platforming'is not
*..the way to pursue the] goals of a free and open academic community’ The event went ahead. —

B RECENT POSTS

rscalizson e sus Charte .

ulia Gasper. January 2021. Dr Gasper gave 2 well-recelved paper The Witch and the Maid of Honour at The Earty

Modern Quarantine Conference ‘The historian, Like the iconoclast’ on the 15 May 2020. In January 2021, she

discovered that she was the victim of retrospective cancellation. Al detalls of her contribution had vanished after 5
a Twinter i ing her of 1 ial Will ive cancellation of this kind become a new

nomal?

Freedom

Gunnar Beck January 2021, The SOAS lecturer was expelled from the University and College Union - no reason How 1o defe

was given. In 2019 Beck st00d in the German Bundestag elections for the Altemative fur Deutschland (AfD) party. Remermbe
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 Appointment of a freedom of
speech/academic freedom champion with
ombuds powers

» Strengthened free speech duty (actively
promote)

 SUs within ambit of Education Act 1986
e Legal tort
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e Is it dead in this session?

e Will culture wars fade?

* See saw between EDI issues and free speech —
* Duty of care of universities and unions re their — — — — — —
members - T
 Handling complaints from students about - — — —
students —
* Pressure on EDI work (chilling effect) - — — —
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» Sussex (Stock) - — — — =
* Bristol (Miller)

* Edinburgh (Thin)

* Abertay (Keogh)

* Bristol (Ocasio-Cortez)
* Duty of care? Coverage over conduct?

WONK HSE



» Safety and discomfort muddles

 The “trans debate” as utterly intractable

 The students’ association as a platform or position taker
* EDI complaints / Free speech complaints see-saw

* Conduct and views conflation

 Generational issues and values transmission

 Push to have authority handle complaints re other
students

« Complaints, EDI and process complexity
* Schools guidance...
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