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Skill  Level SOC2020

Level 4 11 Corporate managers and directors

21 Science, research, engineering and technology professionals

22 Health professionals

23 Teaching and other educational professionals

24 Business, media and public service professionals

Level 3 12 Other managers and proprietors

31 Science, engineering and technology associate professionals

32 Health and social care associate professionals

33 Protective service occupations

34 Culture, media and sports occupations

35 Business and public service associate professionals

51 Skilled agricultural and related trades

52 Skilled metal, electrical and electronic trades

53 Skilled construction and building trades

54 Textiles, printing and other skilled trades

Level 2 41 Administrative occupations

42 Secretarial and related occupations

61 Caring personal service occupations

62 Leisure, travel and related personal service occupations

63 Community and civil enforcement occupations¹

71 Sales occupations

72 Customer service occupations

81 Process, plant and machine operatives

82 Transport and mobile machine drivers and operatives

Level 1 91 Elementary trades and related occupations

General education 92 Elementary administration and service occupations

Equivalent to Degree 

and above

Equivalent to some 

higher education

Equivalent to general 

education plus work 

experience



https://cascotweb.warwick.ac.uk/#/classification/soc2020
https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/classificationsandstandards/standardoccupationalclassificationsoc/soc2020/soc2020volume2codingrulesandconventions




This is not a sound basis 
for the direction of public 
funds.



https://www.ons.gov.uk/methodology/classificationsandstandards/standardoccupationalclassificationsoc/standardoccupationalclassificationsocextensionproject
https://bidstats.uk/tenders/2021/W18/750321877
https://bidstats.uk/tenders/2021/W18/750321877
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https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/publications/measuring-good-work-the-final-report-of-the-measuring-job-quality-working-group


https://www.strike.coop/bullshit-jobs/


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/09500170211015067


“dead-end courses that leave young people 
with nothing but debt”

- Gavin Williamson, 2021

“For too long we’ve been training people for 
jobs that don’t exist”

- Gavin Williamson, 2020





To conclude:
• Interrogate any claims about “good” graduate destinations
- Argue for definitions that benefit society and nature
- Query the use of coding frames and terminology


