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UNIVERSITIES ARE 
STRANGE PLACES



ANIMAL MAGIC







TRUE CRIME



A BUNCH OF RANKERS



STAYING DRY

The University of Cambridge 11,000

The University of Edinburgh 5,354

The University of York 5,348

University of Nottingham 5,097

The University of Oxford 4,364

The University of Southampton 4,154

The University of East Anglia 3,618

Cardiff University 3,554

The University of Bristol 3,487

The University of Reading 3,362





WHICH THING IS YOUR UNI?



REGULATION 
REGULATION 
REGULATION



FOI FAVES §1
•Number of ice cleats bought over 3 years and number of accidents due to icy/ 
snowy conditions

•Number of times named pornographic websites have been accessed

•Information on drug testing of students before exams

•Money spent by University on Christmas Trees, decorations & parties.

•Information relating to students and caffeinated beverages

•Number of examination scripts lost over 5 years plus resolutions and compensation

•Number of Nottingham Forest tickets University receives and how they are allocated

•Whether the main library holds copies of “As A Man Thinketh” by Ben Holden-Crowther and 
James Allen, number of copies and, if not held, whether the Library intends to acquire copies.

•Pet therapy sessions: Type of animals used and how long students have access to animals.







UNIVERSITIES ARE 
VERY STRANGE 
PLACES



• offering smoothies and apples
• yoga taster sessions
• a health walk on the beach
• Lego building and board games
• A “marshmallow challenge” in which students try to build a tower out of 

marshmallows, dry spaghetti, and string.
• Hogwarts therapy – Quidditch Ring Toss; Harry Potter arts and crafts; Lego 

Hogwarts castle-building; and Harry Potter-themed snacks
• Play-Doh, colouring, and cookie decorating
• Group knitting sessions
• A bouncy castle event
• Chinese Brush Painting
• a ball pool
• egg and spoon race
• free massages
• karaoke booths (still only available in Korea)
• an inflatable assault course
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IN ENTREPRENEURIAL MODE



TRUE CRIME



FOI FAVES §2

•The cost of buffets and banquets

•A list of items reported lost or stolen in Library.

•Donated bodies over 5 years, money spent on burials & cremations, youngest & oldest body & longest 
period a body retained

•List of banks and amount of cash in each plus bank branches and cash machines on university premises

•number of complaints we have received from staff/students/visitors about haunted buildings, ghosts or 
other paranormal phenomena on our premises in the last 10 years.

•Shooting rights on University land: Whether or not UoN allows the driving or shooting of game on its land.

•Number of calls made to the speaking clock and directory enquiries.

•Request for confirmation that Djanogly Library is sinking

•Numbers of condoms and teabags distributed to students during Freshers’ Week and the cost.



UNIVERSITIES REALLY 
ARE VERY STRANGE 
PLACES



CAMPUS CATS



MORE FUN AND GAMES



MUSICAL UNIVERSITIES
Asia University

Rush University

Université de Saint-Etienne

University of Chicago

(Dusty) Springfield College

Drake University

Genesis University

(Lou) Reed College

Bowie State University

Essex University

(Wu Tang) UCLan





TRUE CRIME



FOI FAVES §3

•Number of books loaned over 10 years where the title contains the word 
“geometry” or “geometric” and the percentage of students from each school that 
have loaned a book where the title contains those words

•Number of staff found to have provided false information on CVs/job applications 
over 2 years and action taken

•Number of students caught handing in purchased essays/dissertations over 4 years 
plus outcomes and policies

•The University’s youngest PVC

•Summary of the University's position on Freemasonry amongst its students and 
staff

•Spend last year on biscuits, prosecco, wine and sweets



A BIGGER BUNCH OF 
RANKERS



1. United States Naval Academy: 52

2. United States Air Force Academy: 36

3. Massachusetts Institute of Technology: 34

4. Naval Postgraduate School: 32

5. Stanford University: 21

6. Purdue University-West Lafayette: 20

7. United States Military Academy: 18

8. University of Colorado-Boulder: 14

9. Georgia Institute of Technology: 14

10. University of Texas at Austin: 12 

11. University of Washington: 12 

12. Air Force Institute of Technology: 12

1 Cambridge (3)
2= Birkbeck (1)
2= Edinburgh (1)
2= Leeds (1)
2= Portsmouth (1)
2= Sandhurst (1)
2= Sheffield (1)

The University of Manchester 1,125,438.28

University of Nottingham 717,542.00

The University of Leeds 702,015.61

Imperial College 625,438.00

The University of Warwick 589,033.95

University College London 542,383.60

The University of Surrey 513,539.33

The University of Edinburgh 508,419.30

The University of Sheffield 482,209.67

The University of Southampton 468,074.10

The University of Leeds 50

University of Nottingham 48

The University of Warwick 45

The University of Manchester 45

University of Durham 37

University College London 36

The University of Lancaster 36

The University of Hull 35

The University of Exeter 31

Ulster University 31





10 Islamabad
9 Almaty
8 Delhi
7 Dallas
6 Chennai
5 Lahore
4 Quebec
3 Kiev
2 Leicester
1 Minsk



TRUE CRIME



Back to the 80s?



FURTHER DETAILS AND INFORMATION
• For ongoing Higher Ed commentary:

http://wonkhe.com/blog-themes/registrarism/

• Email: paul.greatrix@nottingham.ac.uk

• Twitter: @registrarism

• LinkedIn: http://uk.linkedin.com/in/paulgreatrix

• Podcast: University Registrars Talking About Stuff

http://wonkhe.com/blog-themes/registrarism/
mailto:paul.greatrix@nottingham.ac.uk
http://uk.linkedin.com/in/paulgreatrix
https://audioboom.com/channels/5018348

