Higher Education Commission commended as four key policy proposals are put forward in Government HE green paper
The Higher Education Commission (HE Commission) is today celebrating the impact its independent, cross-party policy recommendations have had on the Department for Business Innovation & Skills higher education Green paper.
The HE green paper titled Fulfilling our potential: teaching excellence, social mobility and student choice, presented to Parliament by the Department for Business Innovation & Skills, has put forward a number of key policy recommendations which have been influenced by the Higher Education Commission’s report Regulating Higher Education: Protecting Students, Encouraging Innovation, Enhancing Excellence. 
This is the next meaningful step after publishing a report towards effectively changing policy. The HE Commission welcomes the Green paper’s recognition of the importance of the architecture of HE regulation and the Commission’s report on regulating HE.  
Several proposals in the Green paper that mirror the HE Commission’s recommendations include:
1. Merging of regulatory bodies 
HEFCE will become the Office of Students, and the Office for Fair Access (OFFA) will be merged into this new body. The HE Commission recommended a new lead regulator be established, the Council for Higher Education, which would merge HEFCE and OFFA in its Regulating Higher Education report.
2. Student protection requirements
The Green paper includes a proposal to ‘introduce a requirement for providers to have contingency arrangements in place, which set out what their approach and commitments would be to the student in the event of a provider exit, or course or campus closure’. The HE Commission recommended in its 2013 inquiry that ‘Given the potential damage this [provider failure] could inflict on students and the sectors as a whole, a protection or insurance scheme coordinated by the lead regulator should be put in place.’
3. Maintain a plural system of regulation
The paper states ‘the Government would like to seek views on how the OfS should exercise these functions in relation to other bodies, recognising the benefits of maintaining a co-regulated approach.’ 
The HE Commission wrote in 2013 ‘we propose a Council for Higher Education (CHE) to steer (but not fully consolidate) the regulatory plurality of the higher education system in England, to help ensure the coherence and complementarity of the regulatory set-up… we prefer to talk of a regulatory architecture where a number of entities play their regulatory part.’
4. Single regulatory framework
The Green paper proposes to implement the following “For all providers in the system, the OfS would operate a single, transparent regulatory framework… Under this new regulatory framework, there would no longer be different regulations for different types of providers.’ 
This follows the concept developed by the Higher Education Commission of a Common Regulatory framework: ‘under a newly formed CHE, a Common Regulatory Framework should incorporate all providers with a ‘physical presence’ in England to ensure that students and the reputation of HE are protected.’

Professor Roger King, co-chair of the Higher Education Commission’s Regulating Higher Education inquiry added “The incorporation in this green paper of a number of the proposals from the HE Commission report on regulation is very encouraging, both for the Commission and its continuing work, but also for its indication of the Government's willingness to consider well-researched evidence bases for its policies.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The HE Commission is delighted that several of its recommendations have been taken into account in the Government’s vision for the future of HE regulation. Recognition and immersion in a Government green paper is the next stage after Regulating Higher Education was released, and the Commission is pleased to see that the Green paper has recognised the findings of this report into the regulation of higher education. The Commission now hopes that these key proposals are implemented following the consultation process.
To read Regulating Higher Education or for more information, simply visit the HE Commission’s website at www.policyconnect.org.uk/HEC. 



Notes to editor:
· The HEC is part of the Policy Connect network.
· Policy Connect is the not-for-profit organisation behind groups including the Higher Education Commission, Skills Commission and All-Party Parliamentary Group for Skills & Employment to name a few. It has 20 year history of success in running Forums, Commissions and All-Party Parliamentary Groups. 
· For further information and interviews, please contact Communications Manager Louise Young on louise.young@policyconnect.org.uk or 0207 202 8587.
